


3 Syntactic change in Support-Verb Constructions

Corpus-linguistic study allows us for several French SVCs to observe patterns reflecting di↵erent stages of gram-
maticalisation alongside each other. Modern sociolinguistics associates change with a period of variation preceding
the actual change.

This paper takes a corpus-linguistic approach to SVCs in French. The results gained from the empirical ob-
servation of the corpus are then embedded in a sociolinguistic framework. The select corpus of texts consists of
1,110,392 words from Le Monde, 1998. Thus, the language of the corpus is journalism as regards the genre and
varies in register depending on the exact topic treated. The corpus can be accessed on www.lextutor.ca, which also
permits the running of concordance software over the corpus. Concordances for nine select nouns were drawn from
the corpus, that is envie, peur, attention, confiance, décision, espoir, raison, coeur, and photo (Radimský, 2011;
Ulland, 1993; Mel’čuk, 1996).

The paper argues that grammaticalisation in French SVCs is an example of a syntactic change in progress with
a period of variation preceding the actual change and suggests conceptualising grammaticalisation in French SVCs
as a continuum on which SVCs can move up and down, diachronically speaking. Synchronically speaking, any SVC
usually moves up and down on a part of this continuum.
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